
1 
 

 

Changes to the National Curriculum in 2014 
 

What is going to happen? 

In September 2014 the primary school curriculum is to get a radical shake-up.    So 

why the big change and how will it affect your child?   We explain everything parents 

need to know in the following paragraphs. 

   

Why the change? 

The Government’s main aim in instigating this change is to “raise standards” 

because they say the UK is slipping down “international student assessment league 

tables”.  Inspired by what is taught in the world’s most successful school systems 

such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Finland and the best UK schools, the new 

curriculum is designed to produce productive, creative and well educated pupils. 

Although it is intended to be more challenging, the content is actually slimmer than 

the current one.  It focusses on essential core subject knowledge and skills such as 

essay writing and computer programming for example. 

(Academies and free schools are exempt from the changes, partly because they 

need more flexibility in what is taught; for example a faith school where the emphasis 

is needed on religious education) 

 

When is it is going to happen? 

For most children these changes will take effect from September 2014.  However, 

those in Years 2 and 6 will continue to follow the present programmes of study in 

English, Maths and Science until September 2015.   

Schools have the option of either continuing to teach the current curriculum until 

September 2014 or gradually transitioning to the new one beforehand.  At our 

schools we have already begun to progressively implement the new programmes of 

study.  

 

Will the changes involve any new tests? 

The Department of Education is currently in the process of reforming KS2 tests but 

details have yet to be published. 

 

(See next page for the main changes) 
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What are the main changes? 

English  A stronger emphasis on vocabulary development, grammar, 

punctuation, spelling, handwriting and spoken English. 

Maths  Being able to convert simple fractions by the end of primary 

school, e.g. 0.375 = 3/8.   

 By age nine, knowing up to the 12 x table (currently 10 x table 

by end of primary school).  

 Not introducing calculators until near end of KS2, to 

encourage mental arithmetic.  

Science  A strong focus on scientific knowledge and language rather 

than understanding the nature and methods of science in 

abstract terms. 

 Teaching evolution in primary schools for the first time. 

 Topics like the human circulatory system instead of such 

subjects as caring for animals. 

Design & 

Technology  

(DT) 

 DT will be afforded greater importance with the aim of 

producing an increase in designers & engineers of the future. 

 More use of sophisticated design equipment such as 

electronics and robotics. 

 At KS2, learning about how key events and individuals in 

design and technology  have shaped the world. 

Information 

Communications 

Technology 

(ICT) 

 Learning computing with a greater focus on programming 

rather than about operating programmes.  

 From age five, learning to write and test simple programmes 

and organise, store and retrieve data. 

 From age seven, learning to understand computer networks, 

including the Internet. 

 Internet Safety will be taught at primary schools.  (Currently 

only taught from ages 11 to 16) 

Languages  From KS2, learning a modern foreign language or ancient 

language such as Latin or Greek will be mandatory. 

 Expected mastery of basic grammar and accurate 

pronunciation, and being able to converse, present, read and 

write in the foreign language. 

 

  

  

 

 

 


