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Dear Parents 
 
I hope that you are all keeping safe and well and getting used to the new, new “normal”.  We live in very 
challenging and stressful times, but we must always remember to try and remain as positive as we can - with 
the hope that there is “light at the end of the tunnel” ahead of us all.  The children in school have adjusted very 
well to our new way of working using Google Classroom and I hope you have started to adjust to using Google 
Classroom at home, as well.  As with anything new, there are bound to be initial “teething” issues for both you 
as parents and us as teachers but I feel confident that as time goes on issues will be ironed out, allowing for a 
smoother educational experience for us all.  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with staff if you are having 
problems or don’t understand any aspect of work set.  I very much look forward to the day when we can all be 
back together in school but in the meantime let’s continue to all work together with positivity and resilience.  
  
Google Classroom:   Instructions for download and access 

Google Classroom can be accessed through a free App either on the Apple Store 
or Google Play on both Apple and Android devices as well as through the 
internet on laptops or desktops.  If accessing the internet on a laptop or 
desktop, type in classroom.google.com into the address bar.  Children will see a 
log in screen and will need to enter their username on the first screen and press 
‘next.   Their password needs to be entered on the second screen.  
  
The ‘stream’, which is the front page, is where teachers direct children to learning links and websites and 
would be the best place for children to explore when they first access their classroom.  
  
On the ‘classwork’ tab, there may also be assignments, quizzes or questions that are set.  Clear instructions will 
be written to explain how to complete each task.  Children don’t need to save anything anywhere as Google 
automatically saves their work as they go in a folder that their teacher can see.  
  
If there is an issue, children can send a private message to their teacher asking for help.  Obviously, this is not a 
chat room, so please ensure your children are asking appropriate questions, not just striking up a 
conversation!  
  
We hope that your child enjoys engaging with this learning platform both while the school is closed and when 
we return at some point, hopefully after the February half-term.  
  
Please also don’t forget to try to pursue activities that can be done away from a computer screen or outdoors 
which are just as important to everyone’s emotional wellbeing during these challenging times.  
  
If there are any issues with passwords/usernames, please don’t hesitate to contact your class teacher via their 
class email.  
  
Teachers will provide a weekly pupil conferencing appointment on Friday of each week to allow children to 
share and celebrate their weekly work as well as providing an opportunity for parents to ask any questions or 
queries they may have.  
  
Please ensure any work, files or photographs are shared via Google Classroom.  Do not share work via your 
year group emails as we would like to keep everything in one place.  

http://www.amberley.w-sussex.sch.uk/


 

  
Lockdown Learning at Amberley 

The children who are physically in school at the moment have been enjoying work and activities both using 
Google Classroom and activities away from the computer.  As mentioned previously, it is really important for 
our children’s emotional health and well-being that they do have these opportunities to pursue activities away 
from the computer when and where possible during the day.   
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Stay Smart Online! 

Attached to this letter are some handy little SMART Online Safety Cards for you to be able to use with your 
children when they are working online.  Each day, before your children begin their learning, briefly remind 
them of the SMART rules and encourage them to use them when they are using websites and online 
resources.  
  
The SMART rules are not only applicable to home learning.  During this time, many children will only be able to 
socially connect with their friends online via various social media and online gaming platforms.  The SMART  
cards have reminders about how to behave when using such platforms and give handy links to places where 
children and parents/carers can get advice.  



 

  
The SMART Online Safety Cards are taken from Childnet International who has a website dedicated to 
supporting children, teachers, professionals and parents/carers with online safety.  Their website is a treasure 
trove of advice and help and can be found at https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers  This link takes you 
directly to the Parent and Carer section.  If the link does not open from this letter, type the address into the 
search bar of your particular browser and it should open from there.  
  
Online safety has always been a key priority within the curriculum but its importance has perhaps never 
been so pronounced as it is now.  As a school, we are here to support you in every way possible with the 
learning of your children at home; should you wish to discuss online safety in more depth, please contact your 
child’s class teacher who will answer questions that you have or seek advice should they not know the answer!  
  
School Photographer 

Please note that due to current circumstances the school photographer will no longer be visiting the school on 
10th February.  As soon as an alternative date is organised, we will inform parents. 
 
Blue Peter on YouTube  

Blue Peter, which is the longest running childrens’ TV show in the world, has just 
launched its own YouTube channel.  The videos are suitable for 5-11 year olds and 
include world record breaking challenges, arts and crafts, environmental videos, cooking 
and baking how tos, inspirational films, gaming, celebrity appearances, dance routines 
and music performances.  They are also giving top tips on how to get a Blue Peter 
badge, behind the scenes footage and extra content about the presenters.  If you think 
your child might be interested in this for entertainment outside of home-schooling hours, 
subscribe for free to  https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Paul Armitage 
Head of School                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                            Diary dates on next page … 
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2021  

Monday 15th to Friday 19th February Half Term 

Monday 22nd February Inset Day 

Thursday 1st April Last Day of Spring Term 

Monday 5th to Friday 16th April Easter Break 

Monday 19th April First Day of Summer Term 

Tuesday May 4th Inset Day 

Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June Half Term 

Friday 23rd July Last Day of Summer Term 

  

 


