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Dear Parents 
 
Return to School 

It has been wonderful having nearly all the children back at school this week.  The robust risk 
assessment and careful planning have resulted in the safe return of the children; much thanks has to 
go to all the staff who have prepared meticulously for return.  To my knowledge, Amberley School is 
the only school locally who have opened its doors to all pupils; this is something which must be 
celebrated. 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.amberley.w-sussex.sch.uk/


 

 
 
 
I thank parents for accommodating the early closure time on Fridays, for delivering and collecting at 
the allotted times and for maintaining social distances where possible.  I am aware that it can be 
difficult waiting on the pavements outside of the school and I would urge parents where possible to 
avoid using the school entrance as a turning circle at these times. 
 
The most recent directive from the DfE suggests that there is no requirement for children of primary 
age to maintain social distance, however the classrooms have been rearranged to accommodate 2m 
gaps between children and staff and will remain this way.  This week, the best class to be in has been 
the Burrow with its air conditioning being very welcome!  Please ensure children come to school with 
hats and bottles of water during this hot period and apply sunblock before coming to school. 
 
Head of School 

After a lengthy interview process which involved myself, the Head Teacher and Chair of Governors at 
Bury School and a Local Authority Adviser, I am delighted to inform parents that Mr Armitage has 
been appointed as Head of School from September.  Mr Armitage will be the first point of contact for 
parents and will take on the day to day management of the school under the direction of Mr Moore 
who will be the executive Head Teacher of Amberley, Bury and St James’ Schools.  
 
Other personnel changes 

Mrs Jones, part time teaching assistant in Acorn Class, has decided not to return to work after a 
period of maternity leave.  She will be hugely missed by the children and all her colleagues.  As a 
result, Mrs Philpot will remain in her current position as full time Early Years teaching assistant and 
Mrs Phillips will continue in her role as Teaching Assistant in Maple and Oak Class for four mornings. 
 
New Intake 

Yesterday evening, Mrs Cork, Mr Moore and I met with the parents of next year’s Reception children.  
I am delighted to inform parents that we have a full complement of 10 children entering Reception 
Class in September and I am aware of other families who are appealing for their children to have a 
place at the school.  
 
Goodbye to Year 6 

Mr Armitage is looking to arrange a proper send off for this year’s Year 6 children; details will be 
forthcoming. 
 
I hope you all remain happy and safe and thank parents once again for your continued support. 
 
 

 
 
 

Jon Gilbert 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 

 


