
Spring Term 2020 
 

 
 
 
 

Maple Class 
 

 
Our topic this term is Poles Apart – In science, the children will focus on ‘Working Scientifically’ 

and develop skills in other areas of STEM which includes engineering.  

During our topic Poles Apart, we will learn about the similarities and differences between The 
Antarctic and The Arctic.   Other than Geography, we will acquire and practise skills in Art, 

making collages and observational drawings, in D&T we will be building a boat and making a 
diver and in history we will be learning about famous explorers.  

We will focus on the science behind an explorer including areas such as engineering – the 
building, loading and launching of the ship;  exploration – life as a polar explorer;  arctic 

animals – living and surviving in a cold environment; climate change – observing the signs and 
predicting the future and oceans – investigating the oceans.  

In English, the children will learn about the great explorer Ernest Shackleton and produce a 
range of writing in response to his adventure including a diary following the narrative of one of 

the crew members.  Later on in the term, the pupils will use creative writing to produce their 
own icy adventure.   

Our focus texts this term will be: Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill, Ice Trap! by Meredith 
Hooper and Race to the Frozen North –The Matthew Henson story by Catherine Johnson.  

The texts will be used to support grammar learnt in years 3 and 4. 
 

Homework 
 

Homework will be given out on a Wednesday 
and be expected back the following Tuesday. 

 
Homework grids will be given to pupils so 
they can choose what piece of homework 

they would like to complete. These involve 
activities from a range of subjects including 

English.  
 

Maths homework will be set weekly and 
occasionally focus spellings will be sent home 

to practice.  
 

P.E. Kits 
 

P.E. will be on a Monday and Friday afternoon. Please could the children remember a sweat-
shirt, tracksuit bottoms, shorts and a change of trainers every week. 

 
 

Reminders 
 

Please could the children remember to 
bring a pair of wellingtons to school for 

the field when it gets wet.  
 

Please could the children remember to 
bring in their reading log and book every 

day.  
 

Please could the children be prompt 
handing back their homework books.  

 


